At Pune University on Sunday. The saplings are likely to be planted along the Pune-Pandharpur pilgrimage route. Express

SPPU distributes 16,631 saplings to
volunteers, attempts world record

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
PUNE.JUNE23

THE SAVITRIBAI Phule Pune
University (SPPU) Sunday at-
tempted to create a Guinness
World record by distributing
16631 saplings of neem to vol-
unteers of the National Service
Scheme (NSS), linked to more
than 350 colleges. The saplings
are likely to be planted along
the Pune-Pandharpur pilgrim-
age route taken by warkaris
during Ashadhi Wari, said uni-
versity offidals.
Withtherecord attempt, the
SPPU announced the startof its
‘Green Wari' initiative, which

sources and regenerating the
tree cover.

Chief Minister Devendra
Fadnavis, Pune Guardian
Minister Chandrakant Patil,
Mayor Mukta Tilak, District
Collector Naval Kishore Ram and
SSPU Vice Chancellor Nitin
Karmalkar, among others, were
present at the event.

Fadnawvis, who also adminis-
tered anoathto participating NSS
volunteers for ensuring a ‘Green
Wart this year, said the pilgrim-
age has a tradition of more than
700yearsanditshould bea mat-
ter of privilege for students to be

STUDENTS BATTLE
THIRST, ORGANISERS
POINT AT GUINNESS

only around 11.30 am inthe
presence of Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis. By that
time, students, who were

had tobattle thirst until the
event finished by 12.30 pm.

able to contribute towards mak-
ing the journeyofwarkariseasier
and more fulfilling.

vC Karmalkar said,
“Artempting the world record is
not a goal in itself. The goalisto
make the wari more environ-
mentally friendly. We have lined
upseveral events the
wari days  ensure that pollu-
tion levels and plastic use goes
xbwnwhiemdangme)wrrry
more enriching forparticipants.”

Rajesh Pande, member of

the SPPU's Management
Council, said NSS volunteers
from various colleges under the
SPPU will also conduct aware-
ness drives, cleanliness cam-
paigns and health camps over
the next month.

He said the university will
distribute at least 50 lakh dispos-
able leaf plates (patravali) to
warkaris to save water, which
would otherwise be wasted to
wash metal plates. “Also, think
of the detergent that will not go
down in the earth due to this,”
said Pande, adding that the leaf
plates will then be converted
into manure.

programme
will continuertill july 15.The stu-
dents of SPPU’s NSS unitstarted
their own dindi (groups partici-
pating in the wari )severalyears
ago with an aim to “participate
in socially productive work, and
experience a tradition in the
state that has been practised for
over seven hundred years™.

How the record
was attempted

According to officials, the
record for the most saplingsdis-
tributed in a day is held by
Habitat Schools, Ajman, UAE,
which was achieved in April
2019. Arthattime, 9,371 saplings
of Sesbania grandiflora, whichis
known in Maharashtraas Shevri,

were distributed.

To break the record, at least
20000 neem saplings were pro-
cured from nurseries around
Pune.The university beganplan-
ning to set this record more than
sixmonthsago.

On Sunday, students from
more than 350 colleges linked
to the university reached the
campus early in the morning.
Each student was given a
sapling at every entry to the
university premises. Their en-
try was recorded with a bar-
coded wristband.

“Although we had planned
for 20,000 students, by the time
the event started, only 16,631
students had entered the prem-
isesafter collectingtheir sapling.
These saplings are 15 years old
and 1.5-feet-tall. Every student
whohas received the sapling will
be responsible for plantingitata
designated stretch on the wari
route and taking care of itfor the
next five years,” said Mohan
Waman, principal of DY Patil
College, Akurdiand NSSand stu-
dents welfare advisor for SPPU.

Students were placed in a
grid formation. At least a dozen
entry points were formed from
where the students could enter
the premises and be counted
with the help of the bar-coded
wristband system. There was a
LED screen to display every stu-
dent’s number.



Student Participated in World Guinness Record at SPPU Pune, Dated on 23 June 2019




Ms. Uma Khare selected for SRD Pre pared camp at SPPU, Pune.




Ms. Rekhita Wagh ,parcipated at National Integration Camp at Bareilly, Uttar Pradesh.
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6" July 2018, Friday ,Fluid Village Chandekasare Tal- Kopargaon Donated flood ,Clothes
,Stationary materials by college teaching and non teaching staff, students, Dr.S.R.
Kuchekar, Dr. A.R. Khaire , Mrs. Rupali Navale
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Ms. Uma Khare Pared Commandant at SRD at Mumbai 26™ January 2019
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NSS volunteers participated in Disaster Management Camp at PVP, College, Loni 09/03/2019



NSS volunteers participated in Breast Feeding Week at Mhasoba Tempel, Lon| 05/08/2017
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15™ March 2018,Celebrating World Consumer Day at college




